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Synopsis

After five years on the Marriage Mart, Miss Aquilla Knox is ready for spinsterhood until a
benefactress steps in to help her secure a husband. Only Aquilla doesn’t actually want to marry -
her failure is entirely on purpose. When the earl she’s nicknamed the Duke of Deception sets his
sights on her, she refuses to be drawn in by her attraction to him. If there’s one thing she knows, it's
that a gentleman is never what he seems. Edward Bishop, Earl of Sutton, has a reputation for
courting young misses and dropping them without a second thought. This has earned him a
reputation for deceit, a description he can’t refute because he does in fact, harbor secrets and will
do anything - deceive anyone - to ensure they don’t come to light. As he comes to know the
charming Miss Knox, his resolve is tested. However, trust comes at a price and Ned won'’t pay with

his heart.
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Customer Reviews

Another good story in this series. Witty dialogue, well developed characters and a few surprises

sprinkled in for good measure. All the components of a good romance!

Cleverly conceived characters that held my interest on every page . Surprising twist of plot was

excellent. A new author for me, | plan to read more of her work .

| enjoyed this story. Just the right amount of action and intimacy without far fetched plots. Nicely

done.



Read this book in one afternoon, could not put it down. | especially enjoyed the care and

compassion of the hero, and the acting skills of the heroine.

Pace of story somewhat slow but with a twist in the end that made for good reading. Dialogue was

witty for the most part.

Waiting for the next one.

Great read

Two people. Two secrets. Both desperately trying to keep their own secret hidden. Can a
relationship work with these secrets between them?Edward BishopA¢A A™s, Earl of Sutton, life is
built on a secret; a secret that he must learn to share when he takes a wife; which makes his wife
hunt a carefully planned hunt. The stages of this hunt have him courting young women but they all
have ultimately failed at some stage where Edward dumps them, earning him a reputation as a
deceiver. Until he meets the one woman who may be his ideal wife. As per his usual plan he sets
about the stages of getting to know this woman when circumstances change and he needs to speed
things along will he make the worst mistake of his life or will it be the best thing that ever
happened?Miss Aquilla Knox is a fraud. After several seasons she has decided sheA¢A A™d rather
remain a spinster; of course her family situation plays a huge part in that decision. Both these facts
she has kept hidden even from her closest friends. When an unfortunate encounter brings her into
the sight of The Duke of Deception will her ruse of running suitors off work on him? Or, even
knowing that men are not what they present, will she fall under his spell? Can she overlook the
atmosphere of her upbringing and learn to trust?A heartbreaking tale, written by the very talented
Darcy Burke, of two people who have to basically make their own way while harboring secrets. One
whose secret could destroy everything heA¢A A™s worked to accomplish and one who is ashamed
of hers.Ms. BurkeA¢A A™s tale had my heartbreaking for both Edward (for the heart wrenching
secret heA¢A A™s had to carry for most of his life) and Aquilla (for the hard lessons sheA¢A A™s
learned and how it has shaped her outlook on love). This story is one of those that will stick with you

long after you have finished reading.
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